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OPENING REMARKS 

 
  A new approach or methodology comes into practice quite often in the field of English Language Teaching 

and all those resulting methods have been relevant and applicable at some point of time.  However, there have also 

been tremendous changes in ELT and unlike other formally taught subjects like math and physics; ELT is both 

dynamic and fluid. 

 Theorists, linguists, language researchers, educational psychologists, and a sea of teachers have all contrib-

uted to our understanding of how languages may be taught. Also, the use of technology has made it possible for 

English language teachers to network with others and enrich their teaching, as well as to share their experiences 

and develop their profession. Today, ELT teachers have come to realize that conferencing is one of the best ways 

to enhance ELT. 

 Despite the uncertainty of the future, predicting the future will always be possible. Pondering the existing 

trends and a wave of change, we can make educated guesses towards refinement of current practices in order to 

make a difference. “Current and Future Trends in ELT” aims to bring together teachers, professors, researchers, 

academics, policymakers, and educators with an interest in ELT symposiums from around the world to give 

speeches, attend different sessions and present their research findings and network in an academic environment. 

Also, it aims to create a platform that prompts constructive collaboration, effective discussion, and collaborative 

learning between researchers and practitioners. 

 Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to convey my very best wishes for an effective, successful, 

and productive symposium. 

 

 

 

MS. MUNA KASHOOB 
Symposium Chair 
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WELCOME ADDRESS  

 

Your Excellency DR. SAEED HAMED AL RUBAIE, the patron of today’s symposium; 

distinguished Deans, Head of Centers, keynote speakers, ladies and gentlemen, good morning! 

 

On behalf of the English Language Center at UTAS-Salalah, I would like to thank the University 

Vice-Chancellor Dr. Saeed Hamed Al Rubaie for sharing his precious time with us despite his hectic 

schedule. 

The sudden outbreak of the COVID-19 virus has dramatically impacted the educational sector. One 

of the most significant changes has been the shift to remote online teaching as opposed to traditional 

methods. The field of ELT has been no exception in witnessing challenges and changes during the 

pandemic. 

In light of this, the ELC remains committed to providing continuous support and professional 

development opportunities for its faculty, including other academics across Oman, in an effort to address 

these issues. 

So far, the ELC has successfully organized and hosted three national symposia on the following 

themes: 

1. Improving Teaching Quality 

2. Communication, Culture, and Creativity in ELT 

3. ELT in a Connected World 

Because ELT has been the subject of tremendous changes, especially in recent times, we must 

endeavor to keep abreast of the current, future, and key trends that are relevant to the institutional 

landscape of ELT; hence, the theme of the 4th annual symposium. 

 

The highlights of the symposium include four keynote addresses from acclaimed ELT experts in 

the world, five paper presentations, and one workshop of equally competent teaching staff from 

prestigious higher institutions across Oman.  

MR.SAEED AL MASHIKI 

Head, English Language Center 
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I would like to take this opportunity to convey my sincerest gratitude to the organizing 

committee for putting things together in an orderly and a cohesive way; to our symposium partners, the 

National Geographic Learning, Galfar Gases Co., LCC, and Labelle, for their profound support; and to 

our keynote speakers, presenters, and academic staff for taking part in today’s event. You are all 

instrumental to this milestone.  

 

In closing, I wish you all a productive and enlightening symposium. 
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THE VICE-CHANCELLOR’S  SPEECH 

  

It  is  my  privilege  to  welcome  you  all  to  the  4th Annual English Language  Teaching Symposium 

with the theme "Current and Future Trends in ELT".  The University of Technology and Applied Sciences 

is proud  to  be  a  venue  of connecting  the  prominent  researchers,  academic  and  industry  leaders  

around  the  world  to  share  their  knowledge of the current technologies, strategies, and trends related to 

English Language Teaching. 

 Within the pillars of the Oman Vision 2040, national priorities have been identified which include 

the Education, Learning, Scientific Research, and National Capabilities.  In our nation’s pursuit to develop 

its  human  resources  and  enable  it to compete in the international stage, we look into building on the 

principles of modernizing the educational ecosystem by supporting scientific research and innovation. 

Within this context, this vision serves as a guide and key reference for the University of Technology and 

Applied Sciences in planning its educational activities as part of achieving its mission and goals.    

 The  world  is  currently  witnessing  major  developments as  a  result  of  technology  revolution 

and parallel to this, we have to ensure that our educators possess  the  competitive  capabilities  that will 

qualify them to deal with new variables and progress in the education sector.   Recognizing that education 

requires collaboration and cooperation between the different educational institutions, the industry and the 

society, activities such as today’s event are being organized by our University across the country.   

 Some of the major outcomes that we expect from today’s symposium are the national and 

international frameworks for the emerging strategies in the field of English Language Teaching and how 

we can be inclined with the current trends and developments in the education system.  We also expect that 

this symposium would not only be about sharing and exchanging academic knowledge on the current 

trends in education but also be about identifying creative solutions to overcome the challenges associated 

with these new strategies and developments.  

 Our University’s responsiveness, resilience, and compliance have ensured that our core work of 

DR. SAEED HAMED AL RUBAIE 
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teaching and learning continues undiminished.  The University of Technology and Applied Sciences-

Salalah merits due recognition as it continues to achieve distinction through various initiatives and 

research activities.  The University highly appreciates the management and the staff of UTAS-Salalah in 

their continuous efforts in aiding the University to measure to new heights of success. 

 Finally, I wish that this symposium will be a great success not only as a platform to share 

knowledge and experiences in the field of English Language Teaching but also as the foundation of 

fruitful cooperation among fellow educators who are devoted to the most significant and worthwhile task 

of teaching and learning. 

 Thank you very much and I wish you all the best. 
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RESPONDING TO SPECIAL NEEDS IN ELT: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

                       

                     Dr. Jamila Al Siyabi  

Lecturer, Center for Preparatory Studies (SQU) 

jamilas@squ.edu.om  

 

 

 

Language acquisition is a cognitively and socially complex progress. It involves different types 

and levels of skills (e.g. visual, auditory, memory, decoding). If students lack any of the required skills 

and sub-skills, they struggle with their language acquisition. The problem is intensified in settings where 

students do not receive much support due to shortages in opportunities. The quality of the students’ 

learning experiences is also influenced by the perceptions of the people involved in teaching, decision-

making, and program planning. This paper shares the results of a study that explored how English 

language teachers and decision-makers at the Center for Preparatory Studies at Sultan Qaboos University 

in Oman perceive practice related to pedagogical methods and classroom approaches in teaching English 

to visually impaired students. Data was collected using interviews with the teachers who were asked about 

both successful and challenging aspects of creating a language learning environment that utilizes assistive 

technologies. The findings revealed that assistive technologies are crucial to the language learning of 

special needs students. The challenges include insufficient teachers’ knowledge and expertise in inclusive 

education, lack of institutional focus of attention on systematic planning and material design for inclusion, 

the novelty of the concepts of inclusive education and assistive technology among others. The results of 

the study indicate the need for well-planned teacher training and professional development, and suggest 

that innovations in education and technology can be effectively used to shift practices and perspectives of 

English language teaching in the context of Oman to be universally accessible, equally usable, and more 

inclusive and tailored to students’ individual needs. 

 

 

Keywords: Assistive Technologies, English language Classroom, Higher Education, Inclusive education, 

Visually Impaired Students 
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MAPPING OUT THE PATHS TO TEACHING SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE 
CONTEXT OF ESP 

 
 

Zainab Al Balushi (Corresponding Author) 

Lecturer, Center for Preparatory Studies (SQU) 

zainabb@squ.edu.om  

 

Victoria Tuzlukova, Anfal Al Wahaibi, Pooja Sancheti 

 

 

Contemporary research has laid stress on the changing perspectives on English teaching and 

learning one of which is a change of views of its role that solely emphasizes language skills to focus on 

the positive personality traits that strengthen confidence, openness, and perseverance, and to foster a sense 

of social responsibility. This study explored social responsibility as a 21st-century skill and how it is 

integrated and implemented to support students’ development and enhancement of their skills in the 

context of the ESP courses in higher education institutions in Oman. The qualitative research paradigm 

was used to map out the paths to teach social responsibility, provide detailed descriptions, discuss 

experiences, achievements, challenges, and inform future decisions. Particular attention was given to 

teacher provided considerations of socially responsible pedagogy illustrated by problem-based learning-

related strategies and methods, including collaborative, constructive, and self-directed learning that 

motivate and further develop students’ aptitudes and competencies, respond to their needs, improve their 

ethical and sensitive behavior, and contribute to their linguistic and socio-cultural advancement, and social 

responsibility. 

 

 

Keywords: Social Responsibility, ESP, Higher Education, Sultanate of Oman 
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THE USE OF PROBLEM-SOLVING TECHNIQUE AT CYCLE 2 ENGLISH 

CLASSROOM 

 

Dr. Moza Al Malki  

Assistant professor, Rustaq College of Education (UTAS-Rustaq) 

mozaalmalki.rus@cas.edu.om  

 

 Dr.Yaqoob Al Ghatrifi 

Assistant professor, Rustaq College of Education (UTAS-Rustaq) 

yaqoobghatrif.rus@cas.edu.om  

 

  

 

 

Problem-solving is one of the most required skills in the 21st century based on the updated ELT 

literature through which learners’ critical thinking and classroom participation are enhanced (Utami, et al, 

2019). The main aim of the study is to explore the extent to which problem-solving technique is 

implemented in cycle 2 English curriculums in Oman or otherwise. The research also aims to discover the 

teachers’ knowledge and skills in implementing such a technique in their teaching. The issue was mainly 

observed when one of the pre-service teachers during school-based practicum used the problem-solving 

technique in her teaching. This incident motivated the researchers to explore the issue more in-depth. It is 

important, therefore, as teacher educators to find out if the problem-solving skill is well applied in our 

schools or otherwise. Some teachers from the Batinah South Governorate (Cycle 2 both female and male 

teachers) were interviewed to find out their perceptions of the implementation of problem-solving in their 

teaching. For the sake of triangulating the data, in addition, some of the school’s curricula are analyzed as 

documentary analysis. The presenters will start the presentation by discussing the importance of problem-

solving technique and their effectiveness in promoting students’ critical thinking from the literature. Their 

anecdotal experience in regards to the issue will be discussed then. After that, they are going to present the 

research design process and the used instruments to collect the required data. The presenters finally, will 

give some initial recommendations based on their literature review and some preliminary findings.  

 

Keywords: 21st Century Skills, Problem-solving Skills, Cycle 2 English Teachers 
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AFFORDANCES OF ONLINE COLLABORATION ON STUDENTS’ WRITING 
PERFORMANCE AND REVISION BEHAVIOURS 

 

 

Dr.Yasir Al Yafaei 

Lecturer, University of Technology and Applied Sciences-Salalah 

y.yafai@sct.edu.om 
 

This paper aimed to summarise selected findings of mixed-method research conducted at the 

University of Technology and Applied Sciences-Salalah about the affordances of using online 

collaboration on EFL students’ writing performance and revision practices. A case study was employed to 

answer the research questions in light of the most recent trends in the educational system in Oman towards 

the integration of new technologies to provide students with collaborative learning environments. This 

study was conducted with 23 participants in their usual classroom environment where the focus of 

teaching and learning is online collaboration in writing.  

 

The findings revealed that the online collaboration resulted in improvement in the students’ overall 

writing performance, compared with the first draft scoring. However, the students did not make a 

statistically significant improvement in all writing sub-skills when compared with their first draft. It 

improved the students’ performance in the sub-skills: grammar and vocabulary while the results revealed a 

non-significant effect of the approach on the writing sub-skills: content and organization. Although most 

of the students revealed an awareness of the significance of the content and the organization of their texts, 

the observed online task showed that students focused mainly on surface-level mistakes in their revision. 

 

  In addition to changes in performance, the qualitative analysis revealed that online 

collaboration seems to have also developed the students’ writing behavior over each draft. The 

participants appreciated the online task and believed that it promoted technology literacy, enhanced the 

learning process, boosted critical thinking, and played a role in the elimination of a previously passive 

experience of learning. 

 

Keywords: Online Collaboration, Writing Performance, Writing Behavior, Online Peer Feedback. 
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INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY IN THE EFL CLASSES TO TEACH PAST TENSE 
 

 
We’am Al Jilani 

Lecturer, University of Technology and Applied Sciences-Salalah 

w.aljilani@sct.edu.om 

 

 

 

 Teaching materials is an effective factor in determining EFL learners’ competence levels (Richards, 

2017). Taking this into consideration, this paper aims to examine the potential effect of technology, i.e. 

movies on mastering past simple among Omani EFL learners. The current quantitative study uses written 

tests, before and after the treatment, to test the grammatical competence of the participants. This study was 

contextualized in Oman, in University of Technology and Applied Sciences (SCT) with 13 Omani EFL 

learners. 

A considerable increase is shown in the participants’ competence level (past simple) after analyzing pre and 

post tests. This indicates a beneficial influence of using English movies in English classrooms on learning 

past simple tense. Consequently, this research totally recommends the integration of English movies in the 

EFL classes in order to solve the problem of learners’ poor grammatical abilities in EFL classes. 

 

Keywords: Integrating Technology, EFL Classes, Movies, Grammatical Competence and Past Simple 

Tense.   
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WORKSHOP: 
 

TRANSFORMING LEARNING AND TEACHING EXPERIENCE THROUGH ROZNAHUB 

 

Salah Al Hanshi  

Lecturer, Center for Preparatory Studies (SQU) 

s.alhanshi@squ.edu.om  

 

Abdullah Al-Hashmia 

Lecturer, University of Technology and Applied Sciences - Nizwa   

abdullah.alhashmi@nct.edu.om  

 

 
 

 

Overview 

 

 

This workshop is going to give teachers an idea about an emerging eLearning platform named 

RoznaHub. The focus will be on showing teachers some apps that can help them make classes engaging 

through interaction and collaboration. Teachers will have the opportunity to experience the apps as 

students. Next, teachers will be given instructions on how to set up accounts and start using the platforms. 

Finally, some tips will be shared on how to best utilize RoznaHub. 

 

  

Outline 

 

 1. www.edunitedom.com/roznahub  

 2. Show the apps (Rozna Space & Rozna Whiteboard) 
 3. Do two sample activities  

 4. Creating an account  

 5. Setting up an account  
 6. Creating a class 

 7. Adding students  
 8. Creating interactive and collaborative activities  
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